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Note

"String Quartet No. 1" begins with an introductory movement titled /. Explosion. This
movement functions much like an Overture. Within these opening minutes, a melodic
assortment unfolds, showcasing a span of themes and moods that are later developed
throughout subsequent movements. However, composing this quartet felt a little unusual
because the introduction was the first part of the piece I composed. I found myself with
approximately three minutes of material that was saturated with feelings of brightness,
darkness, longing, stabbing, and moments of ambiguity. It became clear that my task was to
give life into these initial fragments, and allow them to evolve organically throughout the
quartet's subsequent movements and interludes. Ultimately, this piece represents my own
exploration in form, resulting in both a creative challenge and an ode to my love of colorful
expression and the connection of varied narratives in music.

-CK

Structure

I. EXPLOSION

An explosion of emotion, piled into a short "overture-like" movementhA great emphasis on
rubato textures and very expressive phrases. This movement is dedicated to Ruth Crawford-
Seeger, whose work I deeply admire.

II. LAMENT

Lament uses its time to process all that the /ntreduction has given us before spitting them
right back out again. Time slows down, and a slow descending motif is presented and then
further extrapolated upon. The material finds itself dealing with a bottled-up sense of grief
that by the end cannot be contained.

Interlude (1.)
To help the quartet transitionito thé nextmovement, this Interlude ramps up the energy and
cuts deep.

II1. TREPIDATION

Shy to get started, butdinds its footing as the movement continues. A pointed 16th note
theme quickly sets the tone and'gives new life to a familiar melody once heard in [. Anxious,
but dyingdo be heard.

Interlude (I1.)
The quartet finds, itself in a familiar haze. Slowly, but surely, it finds its way out of the fog
and sul ponticello.

IV. RUSSIAN MUSIC BOX

A fragment that has been heard over and over again is finally allowed a chance to sing.
One of my favorite pieces for strings is Tchaikovsky's Serenade for Strings and I wanted to
weave one if his theme's into my quartet as a tribute. Before, only allowed around 2
measures, this opening theme from 1. Andante non troppo suddenly becomes clear as it is
fully played out in a strange, eerie, music box manner. A very contrasting mood, the quartet
finds itself eyeing this small box and its winding handle. All the energy from before finds a
way of seeping into the texture, and strikes of col legno remind the listener of the piece's
musical past before the first few measures of the Introduction are played once more. A
pizzicato variation closes the piece, and the winding of the music box comes to an end.

Duration: 16 min, 30 secs.



A MUSIC BOX OF MANY

I "String Quartet No .1"
Explosion Charlie Kreidler
(Poco rubato J= 110)
- f
Violin T @2 B = = A = = %
>
_ (Poco rubato J=110) Solo e | #ﬁ
— [) ) I Il W el et
Violin 11 @2 7 = = X J:#H‘r-‘—‘—“f ; : 3
P f
(Poco rubato J= 110) o
Solo +———"—"—"
/ /\\ -
£ 4s K S S I S S P
viola | IR I % — i
ssive ————oou—| P L 3 J
mp expressive b 5<ﬁ
(Poco I‘lfbatO J= 110) Solo -
Cello :*4 oo = = 71 _% = s %
S stately
1 | R #G—
6 Solo 3 3 T i -
A o b o o Ho ©» T =
P '71 be e e be L o LW
J 4 £ 4 3 3 Pp
S bold rall. _
= S ——3—— ~
i e b
@_4 1 I I Ll A T
4
. |1 | PR
p1zz. arco. ~
T
m - 3 ﬁil .% 7 .‘II.A‘ f PSY
- rp
nf rall. mp - ~
- — % l[)? = 4%‘? i %
é I b e r ) I e, T
D . " A ie e o -
4
Tempo primo (J =110)
>/_\
O & be e b A
£ EE i = N 2he TN T
2 r e R e
:% ——— — % 1 VA 1 H_;i—
JF explosive! fp —f 2 ot
Tempo primo (J =110) 5 /\ 3
9 % J % ) T "y}- 0 11 ﬁ\ y. /| % I
@ ] iqﬁtﬁ—i—r_ = l zbr > : H—‘—#H
JF explosive!
Tempo primo (J =110) 1 /“IF n'h>/" 1 ‘ .
{3 % = EEEEE=S —
1 r T ﬂ'
5 Y f———f fr———fr———
Jfexplosive! I
Tempo primo (J = 110
i PR ‘3 )_ PN — >, - > T
T IR o
N \ e g [ 4 T £y I =

Jf explosive!
Copyright © 2023 KREIDLER Publishing (ASCAP)
charliekreidler.com



Full Score (JACK Format)

——3

[

T
v 7
>\—/

P
. .
I

b

I = il

b=
ik % 1
i
LVFII g ) . |

>hﬁf= SO Q*I 1) =

bl |\ Y i ﬁ

s

e & T MY IR®
) ,
M- é | 9)
e N
CIIE i || v
% 4 BEES
s Sl 8 <
AII..' >ﬂ
._.._~ < VAR
ow e - <
: f T p.J Lmrll f i~y
e

H A-nur xnuvf e
Gl QUi CTTMn & ¢||rTe
1 A

~t ~t m T :
i~ ~t m [ ® W
¥l A At oAl i
»mmma i "\A Gcsa
] ﬁ m ﬁgﬁ %M
VAt wm,
Al
il
>.HW1UW_H[ ~t A (1] -\
Il -
NB8 oA o .r%;ﬁ %A
: I
<5 = \T.
3 h.iﬁ i~ B i~ e
g 3 Sl
S S RS
I R Ay e m S AR
e swﬁwﬂ s W ,

[T®A AYGL =N
- :m (A
uﬁ> b-A
™= P
T™ S )
sl KV e |t
et | L] e nana
IJJ ]
| !
AN L
e 18 B
\mﬂﬁ iluq_< oﬁ | < moﬁ% _<
Wﬁ eI, M\P ﬁ 1] nwﬁ% !
i Tv
ey
™
B
¢ Il
ERi I
U =23(|B s
NIRRT Md M e
A\ [

*Throughout the piece, dashed slurs connect tremolo phrases and ties.

**Niente marking: Crescendo from silence (o<<) or diminuendo into silence ( =9
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*Tchaikovsky, Serenade for Strings Op. 48
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*Bracketed material is played ad lib. within the apportimate duration notated above each phrase.

Frantic and unpredictable is the desired texture.
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